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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 

This  year  has  been  notable  as  a year  of  progress  in  the 
Council’s  plans  for  improving  the  amenities  of  the  District. 

Consent  was  obtained  to  proceed  with  the  Llantysilio  Water 
Supply  Scheme  which  had  been  long  awaited.  The  opening  of 
the  Council’s  5,000th  house  which  took  place  in  November  shows 
what  great  strides  have  been  made  in  the  Housing  Programme, 
however,  much  more  requires  to  be  done  before  slum  clearance 
can  be  dealt  with  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

During  the  year  emphasis  has  been  laid  on  the  need  for  a 
Clean  Food  Campaign,  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Campaign 
and  also  The  Prevention  of  Accidents  in  the  Home.  The  import- 
ance of  these  subjects  cannot  too  often  be  brought  home  to  the 
public  by  every  means  in  our  power. 

The  de-control  of  meat  took  place  in  August  and  has  placed 
a very  heavy  burden  on  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department, 
but  on  the  whole  the  new  arrangements  have  worked  smoothly 
and  satisfactoidly  and  our  Inspectors  have  carried  out  100  per 
cent  inspection  of  all  meat.  The  public  of  our  District  are  thus 
assured  of  getting  meat  of  good  quality  and  in  healthy  condition. 

No  serious  epidemic  occured  during  the  year.  The  population 
showed  an  increase  of  280  and  has  now  attained  the  figure  of 
62,460. 

I am  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
my  colleagues  in  all  departments  and  would  congratulate 
Mr.  Griffiths  on  his  appointment  as  Treasurer. 

In  the  health  Department,  all  the  members  have  worked 
well  together  as  a team  and  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Chief  Sanitary 

2 


Inspector  is  of  great  assistance  in  keeping  the  machinery  of 
administration  working  smoothly. 


My  thanks  are  also  dne  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  for  his 
advice  at  all  times. 

Finally,  I would  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation  ot 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  Mr.  R.  D.  Jones,  and 
also  for  the  continued  confidence  that  the  Members  of  the  Council 
have  placed  in  me  throughout  the  year,  which  is  most  certainly 
a source  of  encouragement  to  me  for  the  future. 


I am. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


T.  KENRICK  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres) 

72,370 

Population,  R.G.’s  Estimate,  1954,  Mid-Annual 

, 62,400 

Population,  Density  per  acre 

0.86 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

19,342 

Number  of  Inhabited  Council  Houses 

5,177 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate,  1953 — 1954 

/805 

Is.  Od, 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Comparability  Factor.  1.00  (Births). 

1.07  (Deaths). 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

47G 

506 

982 

Illegitimate 

9 

23 

32 

Total 

485 

529 

1014 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population.  Crude 

16.23 

Adjusted 

16.23 

England  and  Wales  15.2 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

14 

12 

26 

Illegitimate  , 

1 

1 

Total 

15 

12 

27 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Total  Births 

25.94 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population 

0.43 

England  and  Wales 

24.0 

TOTAL  BIRTHS  (LIVE  AND  STILL). 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

490 

518 

1008 

Illegitimate 

10 

23 

33 

Total 

500 

541 

1041 

DEATHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

40G 

362 

768 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population.  Crude 

12.26 

Adjusted 

13.12 

England  and  Wales 

11.3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

F. 

Total. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

M. 

F. 

T otal. 

Legitimate 

18 

22 

40 

Illegitimate 

Total 

18 

22 

40 

4 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  39.45 

England  and  Wales  25.5 

Male  Legitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  male  legitimate  births  37.7 
Female  Legitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  female  legitimate  births  43.47 
Male  Illegitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  male  illegitimate  birtlis  — 
Female  Illegitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  female  illegitimate  births  — 
Total  legitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  legitimate  births  . 40.73 

Total  illegitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  illegitimate  births  40.73 

Total  illegitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  illegitimate  births  — ■ 


WREXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

1954. 

TABLE  1. 


Number  of 

Density  of 

Parish 

A create 

Houses 

Population 

Population 

Rateable 

1954 

(Estim.) 

per  as  re 

Value 

Abenbury 

1717 

109 

299 

0.17 

£ 

9,183 

Allington 

3578 

437 

1425 

0.39 

5,850 

Bersham 

1784 

1380 

4335 

2.43 

12,304 

Bieston 

1683 

56 

193 

0.11 

1,539 

Broughton 

1089 

2095 

6790 

6.19 

18,081 

Brymbo 

2543 

1236 

4133 

1.63 

11,0.50 

Burton 

2869 

226 

770 

0.27 

3,555 

Cefn 

1876 

2146 

6477 

3.45 

24,921 

Erbistock 

2919 

131 

453 

0.16 

1,759 

Erddig 

287 

9 

40 

0.14 

377 

Esc.  Above  

3953 

166 

485 

0.12 

3,613 

Esc.  Below 

1640 

782 

2670 

1.63 

10,530 

Gresford 

1099 

523 

1525 

1.39 

8,6/2 

Gwersyllt 

2103 

1859 

6158 

2.93 

18,073 

Holt 

2912 

345 

1088 

0.37 

3,491 

Isycoed 

3532 

97 

416 

0.12 

4,2.j7 

Llangollen  R 

9953 

844 

2579 

0.26 

10,254 

Llantysilio 

5163 

196 

590 

0.11 

2,048 

Llay 

2251 

967 

3488 

1.5 

13,620 

Marchwiel 

3389 

239 

619 

0.18 

3,/40 

Minera 

1393 

405 

1196 

0.86 

3,955 

Penycae 

4694 

674 

2215 

0.47 

5,033 

Rhos 

1441 

3352 

10,932 

7.59 

30,877 

Ruabon 

5906 

976 

3269 

0.55 

12,660 

Sesswick 

2596 

92 

315 

0.12 

2,  '56 

Total  

72,370 

19,342 

62,460 

0.86 

221,491 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate — 1953/1954 — /805/1  'Od. 
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TABLE  2 


ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Parish 

Es- 

tim- 

ated 

Pop. 

M. 

Birth 

F. 

5 

Tot. 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Dths 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Dths 
un- 
der 
one 
ye  ay 

Inft. 

Mart. 

Rate 

per 

1000 

births 

Dths 

from 

Tu- 

ber- 

cul- 

osis 

Abeiibury 

299 

1 

1 

3.34 

2 

6.69 

Allington 

1425 

17 

7 

24 

16.84 

22 

15.44 

1 

41.67 

Bcrsham 

4335 

32 

54 

86 

19.84 

56 

12.92 

2 

23.25 

Bieston 

193 

1 

1 

2 

10.36 

Broughton 

6790 

37 

46 

83 

12.22 

53 

7.81 

2 

24.10 

Brymbo  

4133 

37 

49 

86 

20.81 

55 

13.31 

5 

58.14 

1 

Burton  

770 

1 

4 

5 

6.49 

12 

15.58 

1 

200 

Cetn 

6477 

55 

57 

112 

17.29 

86 

13.27 

4 

35.71 

1 

Erbistock 

453 

1 

4 

5 

11.04 

4 

8.81 

Erddig 

40 

1 

25.00 

Ksr..  Ahnvpi 

485 

3 

3 

6 

12.37 

4 

8.25 

Esc.  Below 

2670 

17 

22 

39 

14.61 

30 

11.24 

3 

76.92 

Gresford 

1525 

11 

12 

23 

15.08 

21 

13.77 

Gwersyllt 

6158 

57 

67 

124 

20.14 

78 

12.67 

6 

48.39 

3 

Holt 

1088 

3 

9 

12 

11.03 

14 

12.87 

1 

83.33 

Isycoed  

416 

4 

3 

7 

16.83 

4 

9.62 

l^lan.  K. 

2579 

17 

18 

35 

13.57 

26 

10.08 

Elantysilio 

590 

4 

4 

6.78 

10 

16.95 

1 

250 

Elay 

3488 

42 

41 

83 

23.74 

27 

7.74 

1 

12.05 

Marchwiel 

019 

8 

12 

20 

32.31 

10 

16.16 

1 

50 

1 

Minera  

1196 

7 

5 

12 

10.03 

24 

20.07 

1 

83.33 

1 

Penycae 

2215 

9 

16 

25 

11.29 

25 

11.29 

1 

Khos 

10,932 

102 

65 

167 

15.28 

153 

14.00 

9 

53.89 

4 

Kuabon 

3269 

23 

26 

49 

14.99 

50 

15.29 

2 

40.82 

Sesswick 

315 

1 

3 

4 

12.70 

1 

3.17 

Total 

62,460 

485 

529 

1014 

16.23 

768 

12.26 

40 

39.45 

12 

TABLE  3 


BIRTHS. 


Parish. 

Legitimate . 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Abenbury 

1 

1 

Allmgtoii 

17 

7 

24 

Bersham 

32 

51 

3 

80 

Bieston 

1 

1 

2 

Broughton 

30 

43 

1 

3 

83 

Brymbo 

30 

47 

1 

2 

80 

Burton 

1 

4 

5 

Cefn  

53 

54 

2 

3 

112 

Erbistock 

1 

4 

5 

Erddig 

Esc.  Above 

3 

3 

0 

Esc.  Below 

17 

22 

39 

Gres  ford 

11 

12 

23 

Gwersyllt 

55 

03 

2 

4 

124 

Holt  

3 

8 

1 

12 

Isycoed 

4 

3 

7 

Llangollen  R 

17 

18 

35 

Llantysilio 

4 

4 

Llay  

41 

38 

] 

3 

83 

Marchwiel 

8 

12 

20 

Minera 

7 

5 

12 

Penycae 

9 

10 

25 

Rhos 

100 

62 

2 

3 

107 

Ruabon 

23 

25 

1 

4i) 

Sesswick 

1 

3 

4 

Total 

470 

500 

9 

23 

1014 

7 


TABLE  4 


DEATHS. 


Parish. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  under 
One  year  of  age. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Abenbury 

2 

2 

Allington 

8 

13 

1 

22 

Bersham 

27 

27 

1 

1 

56 

Bieston 

Broughton 

30 

21 

1 

1 

53 

Brymbo 

27 

23 

2 

3 

55 

Burton 

5 

6 

1 

12 

Cefn  

38 

44 

3 

1 

86 

Erbistock 

2 

2 

4 

Ercldig 

1 

1 

Esc.  Above  

3 

1 

4 

Esc.  Below 

18 

9 

2 

1 

30 

Gresford 

13 

8 

21 

Gwersyllt 

42 

30 

2 

4 

78 

Holt  

10 

3 

1 

14 

1 svcoed 

4 

4 

Elan.  Rural  

12 

14 

26 

Llantysilio 

4 

5 

1 

10 

Llay 

1(5 

10 

1 

27 

Marchwiel 

8 

1 

1 

10 

Minera 

12 

11 

1 

24 

Penycae 

14 

11 

25 

Rhos 

73 

71 

4 

5 

153 

Ruabon 

26 

22 

2 

50 

Sesswick 

1 

1 

T OTAL 

388 

340 

18 

22 

768 

S 


^ THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  District  for  1954  is  62,460 
as  compared  to  62,180  in  1953,  thus  we  find  an  increase  of  280 
persons  during  the  year,  which  is  just  a little  more  than  the 
natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths. 

COMPARABILITY  FACTORS. 

These  figures  enable  the  crude  birth  rate  and  crude  death 
rate  to  be  adjusted  for  more  accurate  comparison  with  other 
areas  and  remain  the  same  as  last  year,  that  for  adjusting  the 
birth  rate  being  1.00  and  that  for  adjusting  the  death  rate  being 
1.07. 

These  make  allowance  for  age  and  sex  distribution  which 
differs  from  place  to  place.  It  is  the  adjusted  birth  and  death 
rates  that  are  used  for  comparison  with  that  of  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
1014  as  compared  to  1004  in  1953,  which  shows  an  increase  of 
10  over  the  previous  year,  of  these  we  find  that  529  were  females 
while  485  were  males  giving  a majority  of  44  girls. 

There  were  32  illegitimate  births  as  compared  to  30  in  1953. 
It  is  very  satisfactory  that  the  unmarried  mother  and  child  are 
now  provided  for  in  North  Wales  with  a Home  which  can  take 
in  and  care  for  all  unmarried  mothers  from  the  North  Wales 
counties.  If  desired  the  adoption  of  the  child  can  be  arranged 
before  the  mother  leaves  to  take  up  her  normal  life  again  in  the 
community.  In  this  way  both  the  mother  and  child  can  be 
given  every  chance  of  making  a success  in  life. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  birth  rate  for  1954  was  16.23  as  compared  to  16.1  in 
1953.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  remains  at  16.23  as  the  com- 
parability factor  for  births  was  1.00.  For  this  reason  the  adjusted 
birth  rate  for  1954  at  16.23  is  lower  than  that  for  1953  at  16.9. 
The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1954  was  15.2. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  still  births  that  occurred  during  1954  was 
27  as  compared  to  29  in  1953. 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

The  Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  population  was  0.43  as  compared 
to  0.47  in  1953. 
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This  has  shown  a gradual  reduction  during  the  last  3 years. 
The  stillbirth  rate  per  1000  total  births  (live  and  still)  is  25.94 
as  compared  to  28.7  in  1953.  This  again  is  a satisfactory  improve- 
ment. The  still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  24.0. 


DEATHS. 

There  were  768  deaths  registered  in  1954  as  compared  to 
711  in  1953,  showing  an  increase  of  57.  There  has  been  a tendency 
for  this  figure  to  rise  in  recent  years,  largely  due  to  the  number 
of  aged  people  living  in  the  district  and  not  due  to  any  particular 
environmental  cause. 

There  were  406  deaths  among  males  and  362  among  females. 

An  analysis  of  the  main  causes  of  death  shows  that  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  vascular  system  and  malignant  diseases  take  the 
highest  toll  of  life  and  are  more  often  associated  with  the  older 
age  groups. 

Cancer  was  the  cause  of  115  deaths,  while  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  vascular  system  caused  366.  An  analysis  of  the  deaths 
shows  that  69  males  died  of  cancer  as  compared  to  46  females. 
Cancer  of  the  bronchus  affected  7 times  as  many  men  as  women, 
the  numbers  being  21  to  3.  Whether  this  has  any  relationship 
to  smoking  has  not  been  proved,  but  there  is  obviously  some 
predisposing  cause  affecting  men  more  than  women  which  may 
be  the  fact  that  far  more  men  than  women  inhale  the  smoke 
into  their  lungs. 

Further  details  regarding  deaths  from  malignant  diseases 
are  shown  in  the  Table  below. 


TABLE  5. 


DEATHS  FROM 

MALIGNANT 

DISEASES. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

21 

3 

24 

Breast  and  Uterus 

8 

8 

Stomach 

18 

13 

31 

Others  

30 

22 

52 

We  find  also  that  twice  as  many  men  as  women  died  of 
coronary  thrombosis  and  angina,  the  dangerous  age  being  around 
50  years.  This  condition  is  commonly  found  to  run  in  families 
and  may  be  of  a hereditary  nature  which  is  aggravated  by  the 
mode  of  life  of  the  people  concerned. 
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# DEATH  RATE. 

The  total  adjusted  death  rate  for  this  year  was  13.12  (crude 
12.26)  as  compared  to  11.74  in  1953. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.3. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  40  infants  who  died  under  the  age  of  12  months 
and  of  these  30  died  before  they  attained  the  age  of  1 month. 
Deaths  at  this  early  age  are  due  to  congenital  malformations 
and  defects  and  prematurity  in  most  cases  and  are  often  inevit- 
able. Improvements  in  the  technique  of  nursing  the  premature 
baby  give  a hope  of  reducing  deaths  among  these  infants. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  is  39.45  as 
compared  to  32.9  in  1953.  This  is  rather  a setback  to  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  in  reducing  infant  deaths  in  this  district, 
but  I have  no  doubt  that  it  will  fall  again  with  continued  improve- 
ments in  housing  and  home  conditions. 
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TABLE  6 


BIRTHS  AT  TREVALYN  MATERNITY  HOSPITAL 
DURING  1954. 


Births  at  Trevalyn 

Total 

M ales 

Females 

Total 

Parishes 

R.D. 

Births 

Total 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Abenbnry  

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Allingtnn 

24 

11 

5 

10 

10 

Bershani  

80 

7 

18 

1 

25 

1 

20 

Bieston  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Broughton 

83 

24 

30 

54 

54 

Brynibo  . . . 

80 

21 

25 

40 

40 

Burton 

5 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Cefn  

112 

29 

1 

22 

51 

1 

52 

Erbistoek  

5 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Erddig 

Esc.  Above 

0 

3 

2 

5 

5 

Esc.  Below 

39 

10 

11 

21 

21 

Gresford 

23 

9 

0 

15 

15 

Gwersyllt  

Holt 

124 

12 

13 

3 

1 

21 

4 

3 

34 

7 

4 

38 

7 

Isycoed  . .. 

7 

4 

2 

0 

0 

Elangollen  R. 

3.5 

9 

5 

14 

14 

Llantysilio 

4 

Llay 

Marchwdel  . .. . 

83 

20 

29 

1 

1 

19 

7 

1 

48 

8 

2 

50 

8 

Minera 

12 

3 

3 

3 

Penycae 

25 

7 

3 

10 

10 

Rlios 

107 

33 

23 

50 

50 

Rnabon 

49 

10 

12 

1 

22 

1 

23 

Scsswick 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Total 

1014 

232 

3 

224 

0 

450 

9 

405 

Outward 

transferable 

Births 

187 

23 

184 

13 

371 

30 

407 

Grand  Total 

1014 

419 

20 

408 

19 

827 

45 

872 

Inward  Transferable  Births — 299. 
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TABLE  7. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All  A 
Males. 

ges. 

Females. 

Total. 

1. 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 

8 

4 

12 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

2 

2 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

8. 

Measles 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

18 

13 

31 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

21 

3 

24 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

7 

7 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

30 

22 

52 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

4 

5 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

56 

68 

124 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

57 

28 

S J 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

6 

11 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

55 

72 

127 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

9 

10 

l.J 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia  

13 

10 

23 

24. 

Bronchitis 

26 

15 

41 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

7 

2 

0 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

1 

8 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

. 

4 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

() 

5 

11 

29. 

30. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

11 

11 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

6 

11 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

41 

05 

106 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

10 

3 

13 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

11 

6 

17 

35. 

36. 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

4 

• ) 

6 

Total 

406 

362 

768 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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The  main  object  of  the  law  making  it  compulsory  to  notify 
certain  infectious  diseases  was  to  enable  Health  Authorities 
to  take  immediate  steps  to  deal  with  them  and  prevent  the  spread 
of  infection.  In  this  way  Small  Pox,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Plague 
have  been  kept  at  bay.  The  success  of  this  procedure  depends 
on  the  immediate  notification  of  these  diseases  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  District,  but  in  many  instances  the 
notifications  are  received  far  too  late  to  enable  any  preventive 
measures  to  be  taken. 

Because  the  more  serious  infectious  diseases  have  been 
brought  under  control  there  is  a growing  tendency  to  treat  the 
remaining  ones  as  being  trivial  and  of  no  particular  danger. 
Such  common  complaints  as  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  have 
attacked  our  district  severely  in  recent  years  and  can  cause 
much  suffering  to  the  child  and  may  have  serious  consequences. 
Although  great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  control  over  in- 
fectious diseases.  Measles  is  one  that  has  defied  control  and 
epidemics  occur  as  frequently  as  ever.  It  is  high  time  that  we 
had  a new  approach  to  this  problem  if  we  are  to  succeed  in  over- 
coming the  menace  of  Measles  for  the  old  methods  have  proved 
a complete  failure. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  was  285  as  compared 
to  1159  in  1953,  which  is  a satisfactory  fall. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  to  45  cases  in  1953.  Scarlet  Fever  now  appears 
to  be  of  a milder  type  than  formerly  and  cases  are  usually  only 
detained  in  hospital  for  a week.  New  drugs  have  been  a great 
help  in  curing  this  disease  quickly. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  were  50  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified  as  compared 
to  111  in  1953. 

Most  infants  are  now  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough 
and  it  is  hoped  that  as  time  goes  on  this  disease  will  be  eradicated. 

MEASLES. 

There  was  no  epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  year  and  the 
total  number  of  cases  notified  was  only  83  as  compared  to  866 
cases  in  1953,  when  an  epidemic  raged  through  the  district. 
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# ERYSIPELAS. 

9 cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  as  compared  to  10  cases 
in  1953.  All  the  cases  were  adults. 

MENINGOCOCCAL  INFECTIONS. 

4 cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  They  were  all  under 
14  years  of  age  and  2 were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

Puerperal  Pyi'exia  means  any  febrile  condition  occurring 
in  a woman  in  whom  a temperature  of  100. 4°F.  or  more  has 
occurred  within  14  days  of  childbirth. 

4 cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  to  9 in 
1953. 

PNEUMONIA. 

There  were  8 cases  of  pneumonia  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  to  32  cases  in  1953,  which  shows  a considerable 
improvement  on  previous  years  in  spite  of  the  wet  summer  that 
was  experienced. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  8 cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  to  2 cases  in  1953. 

They  were  all  isolated  cases  affecting  single  families  and  all 
quickly  recovered  after  an  attack  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting. 

The  foods  suspected  as  being  the  cause  were  Ox  Tongue 
affecting  one  family  of  two  persons  ; Tomato  Soup  affecting  a 
family  of  two  persons  ; Tomatoes  and  Sausage  affecting  one 
person  ; and  Mushrooms  affecting  a family  of  3 persons.  As  no 
specimens  of  food  were  available  for  examination  the  organisms 
causing  the  trouble  were  not  identified. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

99  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  to  75  new  cases  in  1953.  This  is  the  liighest  toiai 
attained  in  the  last  4 years,  and  may  be  due  to  improved  methods 
of  case  finding  and  the  greater  use  of  Mass  Radiography.  Of 
these  99  cases,  86  were  of  the  Pulmonary  Type  in  which  the  lungs 
are  affected  and  13  were  the  Non-Pulmonary  Type  in  whicfi 
other  parts  of  the  body  are  affected,  usually  bones,  joints,  glands, 
etc. 
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In  order  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  it  is  necessary 
to  find  every  person  with  an  active  infection  and  also  the  source 
of  the  infection.  If  as  much  effort  was  put  into  tracing  the  source 
of  this  infection  as  was  put  into  the  tracing  of  such  infections  as 
Typhoid  and  Dysentery,  there  would  soon  be  a decline  in  the 
number  of  new  cases. 

The  infectious  nature  of  the  disease  must  be  fully  appreciated 
in  relation  to  all  that  is  done  for  the  tuberculosis  patient  and  his 
family  and  is  one  of  the  main  reasons  why  the  rehousing  of  tuber- 
cular patients  is  so  important  a weapon  in  combatting  this  disease. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  Council 
Houses  was  102  out  of  a total  of  285.  It  is  significant  that  the 
largest  number  was  found  to  be  tubercular  cases  of  whom  there 
were  37.  This  is  of  course  due  to  the  Council’s  policy  of  giving 
priority  in  housing  to  tubercular  cases  recommended  by  the 
Chest  Physician. 

This  is  an  instance  of  the  close  co-operation  which  exists 
between  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  District  Council  in  the  battle 
against  Tuberculosis. 
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TABLE  8 


INCIDENCE  OF  ALL  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES. 


Parish. 

Sc.  Fever.  | 

Measles.  | 

-si 

O 

O 

-si 

Erysipelas,  | 

Puer.  Pyr.  | 

Food  Pois.  1 

Ophth.  Neo.  I 

s 

Pneumonia.  | 

cq 

Qs 

s 

O 

Total. 

1 

Rem.  to  Hos. 

'-n 

1 Wh.  Cou«h. 

1 Erysipelas  | 

ii 

1 

Abenbury 

1 

1 

AUington 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Bersham 

2 

3 

2 

4 

2 

13 

1 

1 

Bieston  

Broughton 

5 

1 

18 

3 

2 

4 

3 

6 

1 

43 

2 

2 

Brymbo 

4 

2 

10 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

27 

2 

2 

Burton  

1 

1 

Cefn 

5 

7 

1 

13 

Erbistock 

3 

3 

Erddig  

1 

1 

Esclusham  Above 

Esclusham  Below 

2 

i 

4 

7 

Gresford 

3 

3 

Gwersyllt 

1 

5 

8 

1 

1 

1 

3 

10 

30 

1 

1 

1 

O 

• 1 

Holt 

1 

1 

Isycoed  

2 

2 

Llangollen  Rural  

5 

1 

0 

Llantysilio 

Llay 

3 

1 

1 

3 

8 

1 

1 

Marchwiel 

1 

2 

o 

. 

Min  era  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Penycae  

5 

1 

3 

9 

Rhos 

1 

03 

1 

1 

22 

88 

1 

1 

2 

Ruabon  

2 

5 

1 

1 

7 

2 

18 

Sesswick 

Total 

19 

83 

50 

9 

4 

8 

1 

4 

8 

80 

13 

285 

7 

1 

3 

2 

13 
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TABLE  9. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Diseases. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to 
Isolation  H.  , 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

7 

Measles 

83 

Whooping  Cough 

50 

1 

Erysipelas 

9 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

Food  Poisoning 

8 

Ophthalmia  Neoratorum 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

4 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

8 

23 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

86 

12 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B 

13 

Totals 

285 

13 

37 

TABLE  10. 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 


Diseases 

Un- 

der 

1 

year 

1 

to 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

Measles 

5 

22 

Whooping  Cough 

Erysipelas  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 
Food  Poisoning 

10 

12 

Oph.  Neonatorum 

1 

Meningococcal  Inf 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

Pulmonary  T.B 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B. 

1 

2 

Totals 

18 

40 

3 
to 

4 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

24 

25 

1 

Age 

tin- 

knowyi 

Tot. 

3 

12 

2 

19 

36 

18 

2 

83 

13 

14 

1 

50 

8 

1 

9 

4 

4 

2 

6 

8 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

8 

3 

18 

61 

1 

86 

1 

1 

3 

3 

4 

1 

13 

53 

53 

8 

21 

88 

4 

285 

18 


TABLE  11 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


Parishes 


Rem.  to 
Hospt. 


Abenbury 

Allington 

Bersham 

Bieston  

Broughton 

Brymbo 

Burton  

Cefn 

Erbistock 

Erddig  

Esclusham  Above 
Esclusham  Below 
Gresford 
Gwersyllt 
Holt 

Isycoed  

Llangollen  Rural 

Llantysilio 

Llay 

Marchwiel 

Minera  

Penycae 

Rhos 

Ruabon  

Sesswick 


Totals 


17 


24 


37 


1 

5 

24 

8 


4 
1 
1 

5 
25 

(') 


102 


19 


Total 


TABLE  12. 


€ 


TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  TOTAL  DEATHS 
FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 


NEW  CASES 

total  deaths 

Age  Groups 

Puim. 

N-Pulm. 

Tot. 

Pulm. 

N-Pulm. 

Tot. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year  

1 

1 

1 — 4 

1 

1 

1 

s' 

5—9 

2 

1 

1 

4 

10 — 14  

2 

1 

3 

15—19  

3 

4 

1 

8 

20—24  

4 

7 

2 

13 

2 

2 

25 — 34 

7 

6 

1 

14 

35 — 44 

7 

4 

1 

1 

13 

2 

2 

45 — 54  

11 

4 

15 

3 

3 

55 — 64 

12 

1 

1 

14 

2 

2 

over 

7 

2 

9 

3 

3 

Age  unknown 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

55 

31 

8 

5 

99 

8 

4 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING 
COUGH. 

The  County  Council  provides  the  facilities  for  the  carrying 
out  of  Immunisation  and  Vaccination.  Children  can  be  im- 
munised or  vaccinated  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
or  in  school.  Those  who  prefer  to  be  done  by  their  family  doctor 
can  go  to  him.  The  service  is  free  in  all  cases. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  this  district 
for  more  than  five  years.  It  is  reasonable  to  deduct  that  this 
happy  state  of  affairs  has  been  attained  by  the  systematic  im- 
munisation of  the  child  population  during  the  past  twenty  years. 

It  is  also  correct  to  assume  that  unless  the  level  of  children 
immunised  is  kept  above  75  per  cent,  there  may  well  be  a return 
of  Diphtheria  epidemics.  The  level  of  children  immunised  in 
our  own  district  is  estimated  to  be  between  30  per  cent  and  50 
per  cent,  which  is  well  below  the  safety  margin. 

A campaign  to  boost  immunisation  should  enlist  the  support 
of  the  press  who  can  do  much  to  help  by  publishing  local  facts 
and  figures,  so  that  the  public  are  made  aware  of  the  position. 
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The  facts  are  as  follows  : — 

The  total  number  of  infants  under  12  months  who  were 
immunised  against  Diphtheria  was  332  as  compared 
to  307  in  1953. 

The  total  nnmber  of  births  in  1953  was  100-1,  so  that 
only  one  third  ai'e  being  immunised  under  the  age  of 
12  months. 

The  number  immunised  between  1 and  5 years  was  301, 
while  262  children  received  boosting  doses. 

556  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping 
Cough  with  a combined  dose.  The  figures  already 
mentioned  for  Diphtheria  include  these. 

VACCINATION. 

Since  Smallpox  has  been  practically  eliminated  from  thi^ 
country  for  the  past  50  years,  due  to  the  compulsory  vaccination 
of  all  infants  prior  to  this  date,  the  present  generation  of  people 
is  unaware  of  the  horrors  and  dangerous  complications  of  this 
disease  apart  from  its  highly  infectious  nature.  Consequently, 
vaccination  has  fallen  into  disfavour  and  is  largely  considered 
unnecessary.  It  is  astonishing  to  find  that  many  people  do  not 
even  know  against  what  disease  vaccination  protects  their  children, 
so  it  is  not  surprising  that  much  explaining  is  required  before 
they  will  have  the  child  vaccinated,  while  some  mothers  have 
their  children  both  vaccinated  and  immunised  without  having 
the  slightest  idea  against  what  diseases  it  protects  the  child. 
Some  have  the  idea  that  immunisation  and  vaccination  protects 
the  child  against  all  infections.  It  is  very  difficult  to  overcome 
these  erroneous  ideas  which  often  bring  these  services  into  dis- 
repute when  the  protected  child  catches  another  type  of  infectious 
disease,  against  which  immunisation  and  vaccination  does  not 
protect.  These  points  cannot  be  too  strongly  made  clear  to 
mothers  if  we  are  to  make  any  progress.  That  vaccination  is 
most  necessary  is  made  clear  by  the  fact  that  the  Dominions  and 
Foreign  Countries  will  not  allow  any  un vaccinated  person  to  enter 
their  territories.  The  figures  for  vaccination  are  given  in  the 
following  table  and  do  not  show  any  improvement  on  last  year. 
142  infants  under  1 year  were  vaccinated  as  compared  to  154  in 
1953. 


PRIMARY  VACCINATIONS: 


Under  1 year. 

1 year. 

2 — 4 yrars. 

5 — 14  years. 

15  plus. 

142 

16 

12 

10 

23 

RE  VACCINATIONS: 

Under  1 year. 

1 year. 

2 — 4 years. 

5 — 14  years. 

16  plus. 

— 

— 

— 

4 

21 

21 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY. 

The  main  function  of  Mass  Radiography  is  to  find  the  early 
case  and  to  prevenr  it  from  becoming  infectious.  This  assumes 
great  importance  in  the  case  of  persons  having  charge  of  young 
children,  persons  working  with  others  in  confined  places  such  as 
factories  and  workshops,  and  above  all  the  unsuspected  infectious 
case  in  the  home,  who  may  infect  all  the  other  members  of  the 
family. 

If  this  service  is  to  be  successful  in  attracting  the  public, 
it  must  treat  them  courteously  and  in  every  way  exactly  as  one 
would  like  to  be  treated  oneself.  Persons  do  not  have  to  undress 
and  the  period  of  waiting  is  not  long. 

During  1954  the  service  visited  Rhos,  Coedpoeth  and  Brymbo, 
together  with  many  industrial  concerns  in  our  district.  Particular 
attention  was  paid  to  the  school  children  and  it  was  satisfactory 
to  note  that  no  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  found  among  them. 

The  service  stayed  at  Rhos  for  2 months  and  during  this 
period  2686  persons  were  X-rayed,  from  which  12  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis were  found. 

No  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  found  in  the  factories  which 
shows  that  the  conditions  under  which  the  employees  work  are 
good. 

Miners  over  40  years  still  showed  signs  of  pneumoconioisis 
and  these  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  but  kept  under  observation. 

Details  of  the  survey  are  given  in  Table  below  ; — 
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TABLE  13. 


DETAILS  OF  SURVEYS  CARRIED  OUT  IN  DENBIGHSHIRE 
DURING  THE  PERIOD  1st  JANUARY  TO  31st  DECEMBER, 
1954. 


Total 

Ex- 

amined. 

Total 

Ab- 

normal. 

Referred  to  Chest 
Physician  for 
further  observation. 

other 

Pul- 

monary 

Abnor- 

malities. 

Area. 

Pul- 

monary 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Observ- 

ation. 

General  Population. 

Rhosllannerchrugog 

2586 

307 

12 

6 

289 

Coedpoeth  

471 

100 

2 

98 

Brymbo 

138 

27 

1 

26 

School  Children. 

Rhosllannerchrugog 

1458 

11 

11 

Coedpoeth  

133 

4 

4 

Brymbo 

59 

1 

1 

Factory  Workers. 

Rubery  Owen,  Ltd., 
Wrexham 

549 

29 

2 

27 

Johnson  & Johnson, 
Wrexham 

334 

34 

1 

33 

Johnsons  Fabrics, 
Wrexham 

67 

Remploy  Ltd., 

Wrexham  . . 

44 

14 

14 

Granby  Garments  Ltd. 
Wrexham 

155 

7 

1 

6 

British  Celanese, 
Wrexham 

482 

30 

30 

Abenbury  Brickworks, 
Wrexham 

128 

13 

1 

12 

A.  H.  Hunt,  Ltd., 
Wrexham 

389 

23 

2 

21 

Crosville  Motors, 
Wrexham 

Steel  Works,  Brymbo 

117 

586 

11 

48 

11 

48 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

1.  GENERAL. 

{a)  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War  Memorial 


Hospital  230  beds. 

{b)  Maelor  General  Hospital — 

Emergency  Unit  252  beds. 

Isolation  Unit  137  beds. 
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2.  MATERNITY  CASES. 


Trevalyn  Manor  Maternity  Hospital  45  beds. 

Maclor  General  Hospital  (Maternity  Unit) 202  beds. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Llangollen  6 beds. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Chirk  8 beds. 


3.  ORTHOPAEDIC. 

Robert  Jones  & Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Gobowen. 


CLINICS. 

1.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

These  are  established  in  the  following  areas  : — Rhos, 
Llay,  Southsea,  Brymbo,  Rhostyllen,  Coedpoeth, 
Broughton,  Cefn,  Rossett,  Gresford,  Vroncysyllte, 
Johnstown,  Holt,  Ruabon  and  Rhosrobin. 


2.  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS. 

The  diagnosis  and  after-care  treatment  of  Orthop- 
aedic Cases  is  carried  out  at  the  War  Memorial  Hospital, 
Wrexham,  supplemented  by  institutional  treatment  at 
the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Gobowen.  A Clinic  is  also 
held  at  Cefn. 


NURSING  SERVICES. 

1.  GENERAL  AND  MIDWIFERY. 


District  Nurse  Midwives  and  District  Nurses  for  the 
home  visiting  of  the  sick  and  for  maternity  cases  are 
provided  in  the  following  areas  : — 


Brynteg 

1 

Holt 

1 

Brymbo 

1 

Gwersyllt 

2 

Broughton 

1 

Llay 

2 

Bwlchgwyn 

1 

Overton 

1 (Part  Denbs.,  part  Flints). 

Cefn 

2 

Rhostyllen 

1 

Gresford 

1 

Ruabon 

1 

Garth 

1 

Rhos 

2 

2.  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

There  are  seven  Health  Visitors  (who  are  also  School 
Nurses)  employed  in  the  rural  district  on  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  work. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 


No.  of  Cases.  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed. 

General  119  99 

Tuberculosis  7 

Midwifery  8 


24 


^ NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1954.  (Section  47). 

The  Council  has  power  under  this  Act  to  remove  to  Hospital 
or  Home  for  the  Aged,  any  person  found  to  be  living  in  insanitary 
conditions  and  unable  to  care  for  themselves  by  reason  of  ill- 
health,  and  having  no  other  persons  willing  to  care  for  them  at 
home. 

In  urgent  cases  action  can  be  taken  on  the  Order  of  a 
Magistrate  supported  by  two  Medical  Certificates.  Subsequently, 
it  is  necessary  for  the  Council  to  apply  to  a Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  for  confirmation  of  the  Order  for  a period  of  three 
months.  The  Court  can  order  the  detained  person  to  be  returned 
home  if  they  do  not  consider  that  there  are  sufficient  grounds 
for  compulsory  detention. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  remove  two  persons  under  this 
Act  during  1954. 

One  old  man  of  76  years  was  removed  to  hospital  at  his 
doctor’s  request,  as  he  was  seriously  ill  and  grossly  emaciated 
from  lack  of  food.  He  had  absolutely  refused  all  persuasion  to 
go  to  hospital  although  he  lived  alone  and  had  no  one  to  look 
after  him  or  attend  to  his  wants.  He  subsequently  died  in 
hospital. 

The  other  was  an  old  lady  of  83  years  who  lived  alone  and 
was  failing  mentally  and  physically.  She  was  quite  incapable  of 
looking  after  herself  and  had  no  relatives  near  enough  to  help 
her.  She  was  removed  to  a Home  for  the  Aged  where  she  is 
now  quite  well  and  happy. 


RAINFALL. 

We  have  been  supplied  with  the  following  rainfall  figures 
taken  at  Packsaddle  by  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire 
Water  Company  and  I am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Company  for 
supplying  me  with  this  information  each  year,  which  is  very 
much  appreciated. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  41.50  inches  as  compared 
to  25.76  inches  in  1953,  showing  an  increase  of  over  15  inches  of 
rainfall. 

I do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  say  that  we  had  a “wet 
year”  as  everyone  was  well  aware  of  it.  Strangely  enough  the 
dryest  month  was  April,  while  the  wettest  month  was  November. 
The  so  called  summer  months  all  had  over  2 inches  of  rain.  Need- 
less to  say  there  were  no  complaints  of  water  shortage  in  1954. 
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TABLE  14. 


RAINFALL  FIGURES  TAKEN  AT  PACKSADDLE 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954. 


Month. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Iiainfall. 


2.84 

3.23 

2.87 

.09 

2.82 

3.72 

2.43 

3.38 

3.13 

5.42 

7.81 

3.16 


Total  41.50 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

From  time  to  time  complaints  are  received  of  Atmospheric 
Pollution  in  our  district.  Certain  industries  are  manufacturing 
substances  during  the  process  of  which  smoke  and  fumes  and 
grit  may  be  emitted  to  the  atmosphere. 

When  complaints  are  received,  investigations  are  carried 
out  by  the  Health  Department.  No  action  can  be  taken  if  it  is 
found  that  a Company  has  taken  all  reasonable  steps  to  ensure 
efficient  combustion  of  the  fuel  used  for  steam  raising. 

The  standard  of  impurity  of  vapour  is  strictly  defined  and 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Alkali  Inspector,  appointed  by  the 
government,  whose  responsibility  it  is  to  see  that  this  standard 
is  not  exceeded. 

The  Beaver  Committee  has  issued  a report  on  Atmospheric 
Pollution  and  has  made  certain  recommendations. 

A very  great  proportion  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  is  due  to 
smoke  from  the  domestic  chimney.  The  Wrexham  Rural  District 
is  a particularly  black  spot  in  tliis  respect,  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  population  is  mainly  mining  in  character  and  miners  are 
allowed  a much  larger  quantity  of  coal  to  burn  than  any  other 
class  of  worker.  The  result  is  that  our  atmosphere  is  full  of  soot 
which  can  often  be  seen  falling  like  a “black  snow”  which  con- 
taminates everything  it  comes  in  contact  with,  as  the  long  suffering 
housewife  well  knows. 

It  is  high  time  something  was  done  to  improve  these  awful 
conditions.  The  Beaver  Committee  state  that  complete  “smoke- 
lessness” is  not  practicable  in  areas  which  contain  industries  as 
well  as  houses.  They  suggest  that  as  well  as  reducing  industrial 
smoke,  domestic  users  may  use  only  smokeless  fuel. 


26 


As  new  grates  or  stoves  might  be  required  to  burn  these 
fuels,  the  Committee  have  recommended  that  grants  for  con- 
version of  domestic  heating  applicances  shall  be  made,  partly 
by  the  Local  Authority  and  partly  by  the  Exchequer.  The 
total  cost  of  conversion  should  not  exceed  ;^10  per  house. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Only  the  outlying  parishes  of  our  district  are  not  completely 
sewered. 

Marchwiel,  Bwlchgwyn  and  Holt  have  recently  had  extensions 
of  their  sewerage  systems. 

The  scheme  at  Aberderfyn  and  Johnstown  ran  into  complica- 
tions as  to  financing. 

The  Burton  and  Lavister  sewerage  scheme  is  proceeding 
satisfactorily. 

Thus  the  whole  of  the  populated  areas  of  our  district  are  now 
being  provided  for. 


HOUSING. 

The  housing  programme  has  been  continued  in  a satisfactory 
manner  and  with  the  result  that  the  5000th  Council  house  was 
opened  on  the  housing  site  at  Cefn  Mawr. 

During  the  year  415  Council  houses  were  erected  while  66 
private  houses  were  built.  The  Council  houses  were  evenly 
distributed  over  the  district  as  shown  in  Table  15.  In  spite  of 
this  there  still  remains  a substantial  waiting  list  of  families  waiting 
for  a house  and  the  minimum  period  of  waiting  still  remains  at 
5 years,  except  in  priority  cases.  This  period  of  waiting  has 
forced  some  young  married  couples  to  buy  an  old  house  as  a 
temporary  home,  but  unfortunately  they  inform  me  that  this 
thrifty  procedure  has,  in  some  cases,  prejudiced  their  hopes  of  a 
new  council  house,  whereas  those  who  do  not  attempt  to  provide 
for  themselves  often  get  first  consideration.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  many  on  the  waiting  list  for  council  houses  could  provide 
for  themselves  if  they  so  desired  by  buying,  through  the  Council 
or  a Building  Society,  in  the  same  way  that  they  buy  expensive 
T.V.  and  Radio  sets  on  the  H.P.  system. 

Until  an  income  limit  is  fixed  for  persons  applying  for  sub- 
sidised council  houses,  there  will  be  no  improvement  and  the 
shortage  will  continue  indefinitely. 

During  the  year  the  Polish  Camp  at  Wynnstay,  Ruabon, 
was  gradually  absorbed  into  the  community.  The  hutments  of 
the  camp  had  gradually  become  unfit  for  human  habitation 
owing  to  wear  and  tear  over  the  years  since  the  war.  It  was 
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decided  to  rehouse  these  families  throughout  the  district  as  a 
whole  and  not  in  any  particular  parish.  In  this  way  these  un- 
fortunate Polish  Families  who  are  exiled  from  their  homeland 
are  being  gradually  absorbed  into  the  general  population  of  the 
district. 


TABLE  15. 


HOUSES 

ERECTED 

DURING 

THE  YEAR 

1954. 

Parish. 

Total  No. 

Council 

Houses 

at 

31.12.54. 

Council 
Houses 
erected  in 
1954. 

Private 
Houses 
completed 
in  1954. 

Council 
Houses 
in  course 

of 

erection 

31.12.54. 

Abenbury  

2 

Allington  

130 

4 

35 

Bersham 

283 

35 

1 

16 

Bieston 

4 

Bi'oughton  . .. 

568 

53 

2 

56 

Brymbo 

310 

24 

1 

2 

(houses 
and  shops) 

Burton 

10 

1 

Cefn 

651 

77 

42 

18 

Erbistock  

18 

Esc.  Below 

300 

14 

33 

Gresford 

97 

11 

2 

32 

Gwersyllt  

749 

49 

(includes  2 
houses 
and  shops) 

1 

51 

Holt 

68 

2 

Isycoed 

12 

Elan.  Rural 

190 

32* 

1 

(includes  2 
houses 
and  shops) 


Elay 

332 

22 

1 

14 

Marchwiel  

60 

43 

Min  era 

74 

12 

1 

l^enycae 

199 

45 

104 

Rhos 

831 

39 

(includes  2 
houses 
and  shops) 

6 

Ruabon 

279 

2 

41 

Sesswick 

10 

1 

5177 

415 

66 

445 

• Includes  20  “Wales’'  houses. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954,  has  given  an 
added  impetus  to  slum  clearance  schemes.  Under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  the  Council  are  to  resume  the  full  exercise  of  their 
powers  under  the  Housing  x\ct,  1936,  in  connection  with  slum 
clearance  and  to  submit  proposals  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses 
within  the  area,  together  with  the  Council’s  programme  of  action 
in  relation  to  these  for  the  next  five  years. 

As  a result  of  a survey  carried  out  in  1947,  there  were  found 
to  be  2646  grade  4 houses  in  the  district.  It  was  also  found  that 
2002  houses  were  occupied  by  more  than  one  family,  302  of  which 
were  grade  4 houses.  The  total  number  of  houses  required  to 
provide  each  family  with  a satisfactory  dwelling  is  estimated  at 
5000. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  slum  clearance  scheme  it  will  be 
necessary  to  know  the  number  of  houses  that  will  be  allocated 
to  the  Council  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
for  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  provide  suitable  accommodation 
for  the  family  who  would  be  displaced. 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  in  this  respect  is  the  provision 
of  accommodation  for  aged  couples  or  persons  living  alone  in  old 
condemned  houses,  which  are  cheap  to  live  in,  for  many  of  these 
persons  could  not  afford  the  rent  of  a Council  House. 

For  this  class  of  person  small  flats  or  two  bedroomed  houses 
are  necessary  on  the  grounds  of  suitability  and  economy,  and 
until  more  of  this  class  of  dwelling  is  provided  we  shall  not  solve 
this  problem. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  1954,  owing  to  the 
heavy  rainfall. 

The  improvements  recently  carried  out  in  our  district  have 
shown  excellent  results. 

Most  complaints  have  come  from  the  area  supplied  by  the 
Brymbo  Water  Company,  where  pressure  is  very  poor,  and  some 
rows  of  houses  have  had  no  flow  of  water  owing  to  corrosion  of 
pipes.  In  some  cases  this  is  the  fault  of  the  owner  for  not  renewing 
the  private  supply  pipe. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  Llantysilio  Water  Scheme 
will  soon  be  commenced  and  that  this  long  suffering  community 
will  receive  the  boon  of  a plentiful  supply  of  wholesome  water. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  de-control  of  slaughter  houses  came  into  force  in  July, 
1954,  when  the  responsibility  was  put  on  local  authorities  for 
ensuring  that  sufficient  slaughtering  accommodation  would  be 
available  to  traders  to  meet  the  needs  of  each  district. 

Consultations  were  held  with  neighbouring  authorities  and 
local  organisations  to  find  out  what  slaughtering  facilities  would 
be  required. 

The  local  authority  is  empowered  to  grant  licences  for  the 
use  and  occupation  of  slaughter  houses  and  can  refuse  to  license 
any  pi'emises  if  considered  unsuitable. 

During  the  year  numerous  premises  were  inspected  and  a 
certain  number  were  licensed  in  various  parts  of  the  district  which 
have  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district. 

This  reorganisation  of  slaughtering  has  thrown  a great  strain 
on  the  personnel  of  the  Health  Department,  for  in  order  to  carry 
out  100  per  cent  meat  inspection,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have 
been  compelled  to  work  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  and  in  the 
evenings  in  addition  to  their  normal  hours.  Nevertheless  they 
have  done  the  work  efficiently  and  without  complaint. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Ch.^irman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1954. 
It  gives  details  of  the  various  duties  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Department. 

During  the  year  the  following  changes  occurred  in  the  staff 
of  the  Department. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Edwards  was  appointed  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
Prestatyn  U.D.C.  He  was  replaced  by  Mr.  Emyr  Lloyd,  a 
pupil  in  the  Department  who  was  successful  in  obtaining  the 
statutory  qualification  in  1954. 

Mr.  H.  Adamson,  Cleansing  Superintendent,  was  appointed 
to  a similar  position  at  Southall,  Middlesex.  The  vacany  has 
not  yet  been  filled. 

Miss  Barbara  Whitley,  Shorthand  Typist,  also  relinquished 
her  position,  and  she  was  replaced  by  Miss  Enid  Jones. 

Two  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspectors  were  appointed  and  they 
entered  the  service  in  December,  1954. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of 
all  members  of  the  Staff  and  the  Council’s  Chief  Officers. 

I would  also  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  confidence  and  support. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THOMAS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  following  Table  gives  a detailed  list  of  the  actual  work 
done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  year. 

TABLE  16. 

HOUSING.  Number. 

No.  of  houses  re-roofed  17 

No.  of  houses  repaired — roofs,  walls,  etc.  113 

No.  of  houses  otherwise  treated  to  prevent  dampness  54 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defective  floors  were  renewed  24 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  new  pavements  in  back  yards  32 

No.  of  houses  in  which  old  pavements  were  repaired  2 

No.  of  food  stores  provided  2 

No.  of  new  kitchen  grates  and  washing  boilers  provided  46 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  baths  2 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  H.  & C water  3 

No.  of  visits  to  applicants  for  Council  Houses  3837 

Abatement  of  overcrowding  270 

Nuisances  abated  (drains)  129 

DRAINAGE. 

No.  of  new  cesspools  constructed  — 

No.  of  new  septic  tanks  constructed  ._...  3 

No.  of  kitchen  sinks  provided  25 

No.  of  new  drains  laid  to  old  premises 46 

No.  of  drains  repaired  14 

No.  of  house  drains  disconnected  from  road  drains  — 

No.  of  new  Inspection  Chambers  22 

No.  of  Inspection  Chambers  repaired  3 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

No.  of  new  water  closets  provided  16 

No.  of  old  water  closets  furnished  with  flushing  cisterns  17 

No.  of  old  water  closets  repaired  46 

No.  of  privies  converted  into  water  closets — 

No.  of  new  earth  closets  and  privies  — 

No.  of  privies  repaired  1 

No.  of  portable  ashbins  provided  27 

No.  of  urinals  repaired  3 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  old  premises  supplied  49 

No.  of  service  pipes  repaired  3 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

No.  of  workshops  repaired  — 

No.  of  workshops  cleansed  on  notice  — 

No.  of  new  sanitary  conveniences  provided  or  improved  1 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  Ill 

No.  of  visits  to  bakehouses  79 

No.  of  bakehouses  improved  — — 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938.  Number. 

No.  of  visits  399 

No.  of  Ice  Cream  samples  taken  15 

No.  of  visits  to  fish  and  chip  shops  ..  11 

No.  of  visits  to  Butchers  shops  . 34 

No.  of  visits  to  Knackers  Yards  51 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  issued  05(i 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  complied  with  587 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  issued  81 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  35 

Total  No.  of  visits  and  inspections  12,457 


HOUSING. 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  in  the  repairing  of 
existing  houses,  but  much  remains  to  be  done.  Most  owners 
make  every  effort  to  maintain  their  property  in  a reasonably 
fit  state  and  interviewing  them  has  produced  satisfactory  results, 
and  much  work  has  been  carried  out  without  reporting  to  the 
Health  Committee. 

31  owners  have  taken  advantage  of  the  provision  of  the 
Housing  Acts  1949/1954,  and  obtained  grants  totalling 
£7,568  17s.  8d. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  deal  with  unfit  houses  and  pre- 
parations made  to  prepare  Clearance  Areas. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  10  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

It  has  been  observed  during  the  survey  of  sub-standai'd 
properties  that  many  are  occupied  by  small  and  aged  families 
who  must  be  rehoused  when  the  Council  proceeds  with  the  scheme. 
The  needs  of  these  families  could  be  met  by  the  erection  of  bun- 
galows or  by  the  acquisition  of  small  houses  which  could  be 
provided  with  all  modern  conveniences,  and  many  of  the  older 
Council  house  tenants  who  under-occupy  a three  bedroom  house 
may  be  glad  to  transfer  to  a small  house,  thus  releasing  a house 
for  a larger  family. 

The  reconstruction  carried  out  at  the  Alms  Houses,  Ruabon, 
is  a good  example  of  what  can  be  done  with  structurally  sound 
houses.  These  houses  originally  contained  one  room,  with  no 
conveniences  and  could  not  be  considered  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances  the  Council 
would  have  been  justified  in  making  Demolition  Orders.  In 
view  of  the  exceptional  circumstances,  it  was  suggested  to  the 
Trustees  that  two  houses  should  be  converted  into  one.  The 
scheme  was  eventually  proceeded  with  and  nine  houses  pro- 
viding all  the  conveniences  and  amenities  were  available  for  old 
families. 
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OVERCROWDING.  ^ 

270  families,  comprising  1169  persons  were  re-housed  by 
the  Council  from  overcrowded  dwellings. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  the  sewerage  scheme  at  the  village  of  Bwlch" 
gwyn  was  completed.  'Ihe  work  of  connecting  the  properties 
to  the  §ewer  is  proceeding  satisfactorily.  During  the  year  75 
properties  were  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer  and  water 
closets  provided. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

38  samples  of  water  supplied  by  the  various  Statutory 
Water  Undertakers  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Birkenhead, 
and  6 samples  were  also  submitted  for  chemical  examination 
to  Mr.  H.  Lowe,  Assay  Office,  Goss  Street,  Chester. 

16  samples  have  also  been  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  private  sources  such  as  farms,  where  a supply 
of  water  has  been  provided  in  pipes  to  the  farm  houses  and 
buildings. 

The  results  of  all  samples  are  given  in  the  following  Tables- 
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TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY 
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TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY  {continued) 
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TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY  {continued) 


TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY  {continued) 


TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY  [continued) 
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TABLE  18 


SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES. 


Sample  Xo. 

1. 

Brymbo  Water  Co 

Brymbo. 

27-!)-54. 

Sample  Xo. 

2. 

Ivuabon  Water  Co. 

Ruabon. 

27-‘)-54. 

Sample  Xo. 

:i. 

W.  cS:  E.  D.  Water  Co. 
(Cefn  Supply). 

Acrefair. 

27-!)-54. 

Sample  No. 

4. 

Wrexham  Water  Co. 

21-y-54. 

Sample  No. 

5. 

Wrexham  R.D.C., 
Garth. 

Garth. 

21-'J-54. 

Sample  No. 

0. 

Wrexham  R.D.C., 
Vroa. 

Vroa. 

21-9-54. 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  Water. 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

No.  4 

No.  5 

No.  0 

Total  Solid  matter  ia  solu- 
tioa 

00.00 

140.0 

100.0 

120.0 

150.00 

220.00 

Nitrogen  and  Nitrates  j 

0.12| 

0.25 

0.05 

0.37 

5.0 

1.50 

X'itrites  

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  

12.0 

15.0 

14.0 

15.00 

13.00 

12.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Per- 
manganate in  4 hours  at 
80“  F. 

2.3 

3.01 

1.00 

0.00 

Nil 

Nil 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . 

Nil 

0.08 

0.04 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.16 

0.20 

0.08 

0.05 

Nil 

Nil 

Lead.  Copper  Zinc 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.4 

Zinc 

Nil 

Microscopical  Examination 
of  the  Sediment 

Trace 

of 

Algal 

Gr’th 

Small 

am’nt 

Algal 

fila- 

ments 

and 

iron 

rust 

Trace 

of 

Algal 

Gr’th 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Temporary  Hardness 

25.0 

05.0 

100.0 

85.00 

150.0 

100.00 

Permanent  Hardness 

5.0 

5.0 

15.0 

15.00 

Nil 

135.00 

))H.  Value 

5.4 

7.1 

7.0 

7.4 

7.4 

7.4 

Free  Chlorine 

0.03 

Nil 

Nil 

A.11  bamjjles  were  satisfactory. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

There  are  78  registered  premises  in  the  area  where  food  is 
prepared  for  sale. 

These  premises  are  regularly  visited  and  it  has  been  observed 
that  the  standard  of  hygiene  is  being  maintained  at  a high  level. 

FOOD  CONDEMNED. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  articles  of  food  which  have 
been  inspected  at  the  various  shops,  and  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  In  all  cases  the  food  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 

TABLE  19. 


Meat  

Cooked  Meat 

Beef  

Sausage 

Fish  

Peas  

Beans 

Carrots 

Vegetables 

Tomatoes 

Soup  

Fruit  

Oranges 

Jam  

Milk  

Butter 


149  tins. 
2GJ  lbs. 
41|  lbs. 

5 lbs. 
11  tins. 
73  tins. 
27  tins. 
21  tins. 

4 tins. 
125  tins. 

16  tins. 
337  tins. 
i case. 
21  jars. 
143  tins. 
7 lbs. 


The  information  in  the  following  Table  has  been  supplied 
by  Mr.  T.  H.  Evans,  Chief  Inspector  of  Food  and  Drugs  of  the 
Denbighshire  County  Council. 

TABLE  20. 

Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
in  the  Wrexham  Rural  District,  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1954. 
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Not 


A riide 

Number 

Taken 

Genuine 

genuine 
or  suh- 

.Mi!k 

1:10 

100 

standard 

CO 

Bulter 

2 

2 

Margarine  

2 

2 

Lard 

1 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

1 

Flour 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder 

2 

2 

Bread 

2 

2 

Cak.es 

1 

1 

Buns 

1 

1 

Sugar 

1 

1 

Sweets 

1 

1 

Jam 

4 

2 

2 

Custard  Powder 

1 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream 

5 

5 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

2 

2 

Sausage 

4 

3 

1 

Meat  Paste 

2 

2 

Tinned  Fish 

1 

1 

Vinegar 

2 

2 

Dried  Mint 

1 

1 

Mustard 

1 

1 

Salad  Cream 

1 

1 

JMincemeat 

1 

1 

Macedoine  of  Vegetables 

1 

1 

Cocoa 

1 

1 

Lemon  Crystals 

1 

1 

Soft  Drink 

1 

1 

Beer 

2 

2 

Whiskey 

1 

1 

Brandy 

1 

1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1 

1 

Pure  Borax 

1 

1 

Calomel  Tablets 

1 

1 

Gripe  Mixture 

1 

1 

Aspirin 

1 

1 

Tincture  of  Iodine  

1 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

1 

— 

— 

176 

153 

23 

As  will  be  observed  from  the  above  Table,  20  samples  of 
milk  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  “Not  Genuine 
or  Sub-Standard  ” by  reason  of  a deficiency  in  fat  or  in  solids- 
not-fat.  In  most  instances  the  deficiencies  were  slight  and  the 
matter  was  dealt  with  by  means  of  cautions  and  advice.  In  no 
instance  was  the  deficiency  sufficiently  serious  to  warrant  the 
institution  of  legal  proceedings  and  the  Analyst  found  no  trace 
of  extraneous  water  in  any  of  the  milk  samples  taken  in  your  area. 
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In  addition  to  tlie  120  milk  samples  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year  40  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from 
Schools,  etc.,  in  the  W.R.D.C.  area  and  tested  in  this  Office  by 
the  Inspectors.  All  the  milk  samples  so  tested  proved  to  be 
genuine  and  of  good  quality. 

It  will  also  be  noted  from  the  Table  that  an  adverse  report 
was  received  in  respect  of  three  of  the  samples  of  food  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst. 

In  the  first  instance,  that  of  jam,  an  informal  sample  of 
strawberry  jam  was  found  to  contain  a small  quantity  of  sand 
and  a formal  sample  was  immediately  taken  from  the  same 
consignment.  This  too  was  certified  to  contain  sand  to  the 
extent  of  0.19  per  cent  (13.3  grs.  per  lb.)  and  a cautionary  letter 
was  sent  to  the  makers  of  the  jam  who  replied  saying  that  they 
had  taken  the  matter  up  with  their  testing  department  and 
promised  to  e.xercise  more  care  in  future. 

The  other  sample  of  food,  one  of  pork  sausage,  was  reported 
by  the  Public  Analyst  as  “Not  Genuine”  owing  to  a deficiency 
in  meat  content.  At  present  there  is  no  legal  requirement  as 
to  the  amount  of  meat  which  must  be  put  into  pork  sausages 
but  the  Analyst  is  of  the  opinion  that  65  per  cent  should  be  the 
minimum.  The  butcher  responsible  for  the  manufacture  of  the 
sausages  was  interviewed  and  he  readily  agreed  to  so  increase 
the  proportion  of  meat  as  to  bring  his  future  product  up  to  the 
desired  minimum  of  65  per  cent. 

All  other  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  and  free  from  all  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  29  bakehouses  registered  in  the  area,  which  is 
5 less  than  the  previous  year.  79  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises 
during  the  year. 

FISH  AND  CHIP  SHOPS. 

There  are  53  Fish  Frying  premises  in  the  district,  one  having 
been  removed  from  the  register  during  the  year. 

ICE  CREAM. 

12  persons  have  been  registered  during  the  year  to  store 
and  sell  Ice  Cream,  and  2 were  removed  from  the  register,  making 
the  total  number  now  registered  to  165. 

14  samples  of  Ice  Cream  and  1 Iced  Lolly  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

All  the  registered  persons  in  the  area  now  obtain  their  supplies 
of  Ice  Cream  from  the  large  manufacturers. 
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MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

oO  Dealer’s  Licences  and  8 Supplementary  Dealer’s  Licences 
have  been  issued  to  persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of  Milk  Retailers 
in  the  Council’s  area. 

All  the  informal  samples  submitted  for  e.xamination  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


FACTORY  ACT,  1937. 

There  are  144  premises  registered  under  the  Factory  Act, 
1937,  8 premises  having  been  cliscontinued  and  9 new  premises 
registered  during  the  year. 

Ill  inspections  were  made  and  in  one  case  only  was  it  neces- 
sary to  serve  a notice  upon  the  occupier  to  improve  the  sanitary 
conveniences. 


TABLE  21. 


FACTORY. 


No.  on  Register. 


Bacon  Factory  1 

Blacksmiths  ..  5 

Boot  Repairers  14 

Bottling  Works  . 2 

Brickworks  .....  14 

Chemical  Works  2 

Chocolate  Manufacturers  1 

Coach  Builders  . 2 

Cotton,  Weaving  and  Spinning  3 

Cycle  Shops  5 

Dairies  2 

Dressmaking  and  Tailoring  4 

Electrical  Equipment  5 

Garages  39 

Gas  Works  . . . 3 

Grass  Drying  . 2 

Iron,  Steel  and  Metal  Manufacturers  (i 

Joinery  (Upholstery  and  Undertaking,  Builders’  Shops, 

etc.)  ■ 17 

Laundries  3 

Millers  ..  2 

Paint  Manufacturers  1 

Printers  3 

Sawmills  3 

Stonemasons  3 

Seed  Dressing  1 

Tiled  Fireplaces  1 


144 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  came 
into  operation  in  October,  1939,  had  not  had  time  to  apply  to 
the  59  private  slaughter  houses  in  use  in  the  district  in  1939. 
At  the  outbreak  of  war  the  use  of  such  premises  was  suspended. 
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The  decontrol  of  meat  in  July  made  necessary  the  re-occupa- 
tion  of  private  slaughter  houses.  The  Health  Committee  con- 
sidered the  im])lications  and  decided  on  the  minimum  standard 
necessary  for  the  licencing  of  the  premises. 

An  inspection  of  all  slaughter  houses  was  carried  out  and 
it  was  found  that  some  of  the  premises  had  been  put  to  other 
uses  and  were  not  suitable  for  licensing. 

12  applications  for  licences  were  considered  by  the  Health 
Committee  and  in  10  cases  it  was  decided  to  grant  a licence, 
subject  to  the  necessary  repairs  being  carried  out. 

Two  applications  were  refused,  but  alternative  premises 
were  suggested  to  replace  the  former  ones  and  these  were  licensed 
after  obtaining  permission  from  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  inspection  of  meat  at  12  scattered  premises  where 
slaughtering  takes  place  at  various  times  of  every  day  of  the 
week  presented  some  difficulty.  In  view  of  the  importance  of 
meat  inspection,  it  was  given  priority  over  the  other  duties, 
and  all  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  were  in- 
spected. 

The  following  Table,  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out. 


TABLE  22. 


Year  1954 

Cattle 
ex- 
r hid- 
ing 
Cotvs 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lam’s 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

588 

29 

40 

8665 

5869 

15,191 

Number  inspected 

588 

29 

40 

8665 

5869 

15,191 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

50 

57 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

38 

7 

285 

128 

458 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B 

U.U 

24.1 

3.3 

3.1 

3.3 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

15 

15 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

15 

3 

261 

279 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

2.6 

10.3 

4.7 

1.9 

40 


Tlie  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  4 tons,  16  cwts., 
2 qrs.,  41  lbs. 

1024  visits  were  paid  to  the  slaughter  houses  from  July  to 
December,  1954. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  two  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  district,  namely  : 

Abbey  Farm,  Llangollen. 

Chester  Road,  Gresford. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  a 
regular  collection  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

The  chief  reason  is  due  to  the  number  of  working  days  lost 
through  sickness,  which  reaches  its  highest  peak  from  November 
to  March,  and  it  is  during  this  period  that  the  volume  of  refuse 
produced  is  greatest.  The  total  number  of  days  lost  during 
the  year  was  1,556  ; 1434  days  through  sickness  and  122  days 
due  to  industrial  injuries.  Also,  a number  of  men  leave  the 
service  for  industry  and  it  is  difficult  to  recruit  replacements. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  Council  houses  will  necessitate 
the  re-arrangement  of  some  districts  and  this  will  be  done  when 
labour  is  available. 

The  absence  of  suitable  receptacles  for  the  storage  of  refuse 
is  also  a contributory  factor.  The  Health  Committee  should 
give  consideration  to  a scheme  whereby  all  owners  shall  provide 
suitable  receptacles. 

The  method  of  disposal  continues  to  be  by  tipping. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Two  operators  are  employed  by  the  Council  in  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 

The  Council’s  sewers  are  treated  twice  a year  and  the  refuse 
tips  and  sewerage  works  are  visited  at  regular  intervals,  and 
where  found  necessary,  are  treated. 

328  complaints  were  received  of  infestations  at  domestic 
and  business  premises.  These  were  successfully  treated  and 
the  nuisances  abated.  Details  are  given  in  the  following  Table. 
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TABLE  23. 


Number. 


Manholes  baited  38 

Refuse  Tips  55 

Sewage  Works  59 

Domestic  Premises  286 

Business  Premises  42 

River  Banks  — 


1 1 1 farms  were  inspected  and  where  the  premises  were 
found  to  be  infested,  the  Pest  Officer  of  the  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  was  informed,  who  arranged  for  the  necessary  treat- 
ment of  the  premises. 


INFESTATION  BY  BED  BUGS. 

Complaints  were  received  from  5 council  houses  and  5 private 
houses  of  infestation  by  bed  bugs.  The  houses  and  furniture 
were  treated  and  the  infestations  eradicated. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  3 premises  where  offensive  trades  are  being  carried 
on,  namely  : 

Knackers  Yards.  Tyddyn  Daniel,  Marchwiel. 

Ffrwd,  Brymbo. 

Gut  Scraper.  Stansty  Hall,  Gwersyllt. 

These  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  no  complaints 
of  nuisances  have  been  received. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1951. 

Two  premises  are  registered  under  the  above  Act,  namely  : 

Messrs.  S.  Aston  & Sons,  Johnstown. 

Remploy,  Trading  Estate,  Wrexham. 
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